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BOS talks 
budget, 
TA search 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY —- On 
the evening of March 16, the 
South Hadley Selectboard ad- 
dressed a variety of items. The 
discussion included updates 
on the 2022 fiscal year budget 
and the search for South Had- 
ley’s next Town Administrator. 

Upcoming Budget 

On Tuesday, Town Admin- 
istrator Mike Sullivan offered 
a FY2022 budget update rel- 
ative to establishing a Veteran 
Service District Plan. 

“The Veterans Service 
Officer [Michael Slater] has 
worked really well at adapting 
and actually going out into the 
field and meeting with peo- 
ple while Town Hall remains 
closed. As things evolve, he 
wants to expand hours of 
availability,’ said Sullivan. 

Sullivan is working with 
Slater and Easthampton May- 
or Nicole LaChapelle to devel- 
op a plan going forward for a 
Veterans Service District Offi- 
cer. Granby declined to enter 
the discussion, but a partner- 
ship exists between Easthamp- 
ton and South Hadley. 

“We also talked about, 
instead of hiring another 
staff person, working with 
Northampton on a contract ba- 
sis, who has a larger Veterans 
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Reverse parade held at Big E 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — When 
five young women from Holyoke and 
South Hadley were selected as mem- 
bers of the of the St. Patrick Com- 
mittee of Holyoke’s Colleen Court 
in January of 2020, they never could 
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As COVID-19 has done so often, it 
threw the court’s plans for a loop. Tra- 
ditionally, the court would fill its cal- 
endar making appearances throughout 
the community, the most important 
event being the annual Holyoke St. 


Patrick’s Day Parade. 


have predicted how the adventure 


would unfold. 
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The parade would be cancelled 
last year, and again this year, but the 
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[L to R] Colleen 
Patricia Hardon, 
Colleen Hailey 
Dusseault, Grand 
Colleen Moira 
McDermott, Colleen 
Emily Couture and 
Colleen Natalie 
Mayko participated 
In a reverse car 
parade at the Big E 
on March 13. 





Granby sees fifth 
COVID-19 death 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


GRANBY — The Granby 
Board of Health discussed the 
latest COVID-19 cases, another 
death due to the virus and the 
frustration surrounding data re- 
porting at its recent meeting on 
Tuesday. 

Board of Health Chair Rich- 
ard Bombardier began the dis- 
cussion. 

“We have another person that 
was claimed by COVID-19,” he 
said. “And someone we didn’t 
know had been taken early on, 
SO We’ve now in out little town, 
there have been five deaths 
from COVID-19. Today was a 
terrible day, there were eight 
positives today.” 

There were 16 cases in 
Granby from Jan. 1 to March 9, 
according to the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health 


COVID-19 dashboard. There 
was a total of 306 cases of 
COVID-19, as of March 9. The 
dashboard also indicates Gran- 
by is in the yellow designation, 
with an 18.7 average daily in- 
cident rate per 100,000 and a 
2.56% positivity rate. 

However, Board of Health 
member Herb Abelson said 
there are problems with this 
data collection. 

“It’s just extraordinary how 
iffy a whole lot of this data is 
and the timing of data related to 
real events is another enormous 
issue,” he said. “Just like this 
death we’re finding out about 
and deaths may be the worst 
of all the things. There is a tre- 
mendous delay in finding out 
about deaths.” 

Bombardier agreed. He 
added that the data the town is 
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Full time in person 
learning to start 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff report 


SOUTH HADLEY - Fol- 
lowing a state mandate from the 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, the South 
Hadley School Committee will 
be getting rid of hybrid learning 
beginning April 5. 

Interim Superintendent Di- 
ana Bonneville proposed the 
changes to the board, includ- 
ing applying to the state for a 
waiver to allow remote half-day 
Wednesdays. All School Com- 
mittee members present in the 
meeting were in favor. Mem- 
bers Charles Miles and Christine 
Phillips were not present at the 
time of the vote. 

“DESE came out with a 
mandate for kindergarten to fifth 
grade that the hybrid models 
would no longer meet the re- 
quired time-on learning hours as 


of April 5,” Bonneville said. “As 
a result, the district needs to shift 
the hybrid learning model for 
elementary schools to full time 
in person instruction effective 
Monday, April 5. If we don’t, this 
would influence Ch. 70 funding, 
there’s a dollar sign attached to 
that, which for us comes out to 
$2.2 million between April 5 and 
the last day in June.” 

South Hadley began its hy- 
brid learning model, consisting 
of two cohorts that come in two 
days a week to school with the 
remainder of the week remote, 
on March | at the middle and 
high school. The childcare co- 
horts for kindergarten through 
fourth grade as of Monday, 
March 15. 

Bonneville proposed pre-K 
through fifth grade and ninth 
return full time on April 5 and 
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Correction 


SOUTH HADLEY 
— Because of an error in 
a March | letter to Pe- 
ter Edge, of 336 Had- 
ley St., from Building 
Commissioner David 
Gardner, an article in 
the Town Reminder 
regarding the March 8 
Planning Board hear- 
ing incorrectly _ stat- 
ed that 91,000 cubic 
yards of earth had been 
removed from Edge’s 
property. The correct 
number is 9,100 cubic 
yards. 
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TOWN Reminder 


Granby resident featured 
in ‘A Little Good News’ 


Staff report 


GRANBY -— Earlier this month, 
Senator Lesser highlighted a local 
Granby resident in his new series 
‘A Little Good News.’ 

Audrey O’ Connor, 18, launched 
two sustainability projects focusing 
on keeping the community clear of 
litter, one of which served as her 
Girl Scout Gold Award project. 

The project, named “Keep 
Granby Beautiful,” is a sustainabil- 
ity effort launched by O’Connor 
where the citizens of Granby are 
encouraged to adopt a street and 
keep it clean throughout the year. 

“There are now hundreds of 
members in my ‘Keeping Granby 
Beautiful’ project. The amount of 
litter around town decreased sig- 
nificantly,” O’Connor said. 

Since its inception, Keep Gran- 
by Beautiful has become a local 


chapter of the Keep Massachusetts 
Beautiful movement and contin- 
ues to advocate for sustainability 
throughout the community. 

O’Connor also developed an 
annual Earth Day event where she 
encourages members of the com- 
munity to come together and pick 
up litter. Much of the work to pub- 
licize the event came from her own 
efforts on social media, in school, 
and even at the grocery store to 
spread the word. 

‘A Little Good News’ is a new 
series by Senator Lesser that aims 
to spotlight local heroes aiming to 
do good in their community and 
beyond. 

You can watch Senator Less- 
er’s ‘A Little Good News’ feature 
of Audrey at https://www.face- 
book.com/EricLesserMA/vid- 
e0s/433927547683334/. 
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Senator Eric Lesser congratulates Audrey O’Connor on her local 


sustainability efforts. 
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Service office, to take care of the 
annual renewals that really take up 
a lot of time in November, Decem- 
ber and January,” said Sullivan. 
Sullivan further explained that 
such a move would save money; 
Slater has already reached out to 
Northampton regarding the pros- 
pect of its involvement, and the 
community responded favorably. 
The item would typically ap- 
pear in the budget as an assessment, 
but Sullivan moved it to the budget 


as an expense. If approved, Slater 
is to be compensated $50,000 an- 
nually and receive related benefits. 
Approximately 75% of the total 
will be reimbursed. Sullivan noted 
that it would cost much more to 
hire an additional staff member. 
“Mike’s excited about it, we’re 
excited about it, it provides greater 
service to the public, and I wanted 
to make the Selectboard aware that 
it will be my recommendation to 
change that,” said Sullivan. “It also 
gives uS more transparency where 
it shows what we are actually pay- 


ing the cost of the Veteran Service 
Officer in the budget, where before 
it was in the assessment so it was 
harder for people to really see that.” 
Town Administrator 
Search Committee 

On June 30, Town Adminis- 
trator Mike Sullivan will retire. A 
Screening Committee is currently 
interviewing candidates to fill the 
vacancy. 

Selectboard member Christo- 
pher Geraghty, also a member of 
the Screening Committee, noted 
that little has changed since his re- 


port on March 2 but shared news of 
several upcoming meetings. 

“We’re going to be meeting on 
March 17 and 18 to conduct inter- 
views and also on (March 22) as 
well. The hope on (March 22) is to 
have some discussion and possibly 
vote on finalists to move forward to 
the Selectboard,” Geraghty said. 

It is the committee’s goal to 
identify three finalists for the posi- 
tion, who will interview before the 
Selectboard in the coming weeks. 
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Granby Public Schools 
Come Grow With Us 


Skye 
Mountain 
Realty 


Joy was born in Northampton, MA and grew up 
in the Hilltown of Westhampton, MA. She now lives 
in Greenfield, MA. She went to Hampshire Regional 
High School and then PVPA Charter High School. Joy 
received her BA from UMass Amherst cum laude in 
Performance Arts & Cultural Studies, and Sociology. 

She was a musician for most of her twenties, 
then decided to go into Real Estate in 2018. Joy is a 
member of the Realtor Association of Pioneer Valley, 

the Massachusetts Association of Realtors, and the National 
Association of Realtors. 

She enjoys outdoor sports and activities, and being in 
nature. Joy is available to help those in the Franklin or 
Hampshire county areas looking to buy and/or sell real estate. 
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Granby Public Schools 
is Currently Accepting 
School Choice Applications 


Come join an exciting and 
vibrant learning community! 


Contact Joy at JConz@skyemtrealty.com or 413-270-6045 





We are excited to announce the groundbreaking Outstanding 
for our new elementary school. Athletic 
In addition to classrooms equipped Opportunities 


eV ae te 


Time To Glean Up Your Property! 


FOR UNWANTED VEHICLES 
& EQUIPMENT 


Trucks e Vans ¢ Cars ¢ Trailers 


to meet the needs of 21st century learning, 
our entire community is focused on every child, 
in every classroom, every day. 


Come see what makes Granby Public Schools 
a GREAT place to learn and grow! 








its FREE REMOVAL ANYWHERE IN THE PIONEER VALLEY 
ie ears OPTION 1 OPTION 2 
ot ata Activities at Sight unseen (eo voMiolem-lare 
ex EVERY level complete auto/truck make a cash offer 


$50 on your eye sore 
Call 24 hours a day 413-534-5373 


Hampshire Towing Is also a full service towing and recovery company a 
NO BOATS, NO CAMPERS, TRAILERS OR RV’S , 











Call 413-467-7193 for information regarding school choice applications 





March 19, 2021 


Election letters, candidate 
Q and A welcome 


SOUTH HADLEY - Elec- 
tion season is in full swing and 
the Town Reminder seeks to in- 
form voters about the candidates 
running this year. 

Letters of support 

The Town Reminder wel- 
comes readers to participate in 
this year’s town election cam- 
paigns by writing letters to the 
editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 350 words 
from local residents endorsing 
specific candidates or discuss- 
ing local campaign issues should 
be emailed to Townreminder@ 
turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not 
be printed). Letters must be re- 
ceived by noon on Wednesday to 
be considered for that Friday’s 
newspaper. No attack letters will 
be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their 
own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received 
is larger than the space available 
in the newspaper, or if the letters 
become repetitive, the newspa- 
per reserves the right to print a 
representative sample. No en- 
dorsement letters will be printed 
in the last two weeks before the 
election. 

Candidate Q and A’s 

Candidates in the upcoming 
election are invited to send an- 
swers to the following questions 
to run as a candidate Q and A. 
Please include a two-sentence 
introduction. 

The questions are: 

eWhy are you running for 
this position? If you are seeking 


reelection what qualifies you to 
continue in this role? 

eWhat is the biggest chal- 
lenge the board/committee is 
facing? How will you address it? 

e Discuss your commitment 
to transparency and openness in 
South Hadley municipal govern- 
ment. Do you have suggestions 
for improving either? 

¢ Do you feel the town is do- 
ing enough to foster racial/social 
equity? How would you do so, if 
elected? 

e (For School Committee 
candidates only) What are the 
school’s capital needs? What 
should the School Committee be 
doing in the next three years to 
address them? 

e (For Selectboard candidates 
only) With budget season com- 
ing in South Hadley, how do you 
intend to tackle areas that may 
be struggling with potential defi- 
cits? 

Candidates are encouraged to 
include a photograph with their 
statements. Both the text and 
photograph must be emailed to 
Townreminder @turley.com. 

Priority of the Q and As will 
be given to candidates in con- 
tested races. In the interest of 
fairness to all candidates, press 
releases about fundraisers or 
campaign events will not be 
printed. 

Candidates who wish to fur- 
ther publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs, events and fundraising 
may contact Maureen McGarrett 
at mmcgarrett @turley.com about 
paid advertising in the South 
Hadley Town Reminder. 


Reminder 
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Town Hall reopening still on horizon 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY — The 
Selectboard discussed how the 
town should best approach re- 
Opening its municipal buildings, 
specifically Town Hall, to the 
public at its March 16 meeting. 
Inside Town Hall, the issue is 
discussed daily, and several nec- 
essary steps have been taken. 

“Some of the things we’ve 
already done are directional ar- 
rows on the floor, highly-vis- 
ible signage and a protocol to 
wipe down common areas such 
as bathrooms, doorknobs and 
things of that nature,” said Town 
Administrator Mike Sullivan. 

While the Town Hall is antic- 
ipated to reopen to the public in 
the future, a timetable does not 
yet exist, and the building re- 
mains closed to all non-workers. 
COVID-19 - statistics released 
on March 16 did not trend well 
enough to support immediate- 
ly granting public access to the 
building. 

“Our numbers are _ just 
squeaking up just a little bit,’ 
said Emergency Management/ 
Health Director Sharon Hart. 
“Three weeks ago, we had prob- 
ably about 30 [new] cases be- 
tween confirmed and contacts. 
Last week was 34, and this week 
it’s about 37. They’re kind of 
staying in the 30s here; hoping 
they won’t go up much further.” 

Since Jan. 2020, South Had- 
ley has reported an accumulative 
total of 907 confirmed, 710 con- 
tact, 66 probable and 19 suspect- 


ed cases of COVID-19. There 
have been 41 deaths. 

Hart voiced concern regard- 
ing variant strains of the novel 
coronavirus. She relayed her 
observations from a March 16 
meeting of the Department of 
Public Health. 

“We still have the variants 
here and actually have the first 
case of the Pl, which 1s the Bra- 
zilian variant, here in Massachu- 
setts,’ said Hart. 

Even if you’ve been vacci- 
nated, Hart encourages residents 
to continue safe practices of 
hand-washing, mask-wearing, 
social-distancing and even rec- 
ommended double-masking. 

On the vaccine front, the state 
is making slow progress, and 
homebound residents and senior 
citizens are still struggling to 
book appointments. 

“The vaccine is coming in, 
but it’s still not coming in high 
numbers. In the state right now, 
we have one million people who 
are fully vaccinated, which is 
good, but we have almost sev- 
en million people in the state. 
We still have a ways to go,” said 
Hart. 

Even with employees inside, 
Town Hall continues to function 
at 50% capacity. If the building 
is to reopen, Hart recommends 
implementing, “barriers, phys- 
ical partitions, staggered work 
schedules and limited meeting 
SIzes.” 

Hart noted that her office has 
been highly effective at serving 
residents and entities virtually. 
The Health Department has giv- 


en over 400 permits remotely. 

“The software permitting 
system is just incredible,’ said 
Hart. 

Sullivan echoed Hart’s ap- 
proval of the town’s remote ca- 
pabilities. He believes that ser- 
vices are more efficient than they 
have been in a long time. 

“We are working and are 
looking for a sensible way that 
we can identify and articulate to 
the public what those efficien- 
cies represent,’ said Sullivan. 
“There’s a number of people 
who ask when we’re going to 
open Town Hall. When I ask 
them what they need, the say, 
“Well, we really don’t need any- 
thing; we just want Town Hall 
open.” 

An unwelcome guest entered 
South Hadley Town Hall on 
Tuesday afternoon, startling sev- 
eral municipal workers. Sullivan 
broke news of the incident. 

“T had a discussion today 
with someone who came into 
Town Hall. ?’'m not complete- 
ly sure how they got into Town 
Hall,” said Sullivan. “They were 
there to address an issue with a 
department unannounced, and 
it took everybody quite by sur- 
prise. The person was concerned 
that we weren’t open and felt 
that we should be open.” 

The Selectboard does not 
wish to approve measures that 
could soon after be retracted. 
Until its plan is complete, and 
the time is deemed right, South 
Hadley will not reopen Town 
Hall to the public. 
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then sixth grade to eighth grade, 
grades 10 and 12 return April 26. 

“There is nothing written 
about high school in the guide- 
lines,’ Bonneville said. “The 
commissioner was going to wait, 
see how this goes and then give 
two weeks’ notice for the high 
schools, but we feel comfortable 
to bring in all high schoolers on 
April 26.” 

Families would have the 
choice to either be remote for the 


rest of the school year or go back 
to in person learning. 

Bonneville also informed 
the committee that students will 
have at least three feet of so- 
cial distancing in the classroom. 
Teachers will keep six feet from 
students’ desks. Six feet of so- 
cial distancing will also be main- 
tained at lunches. 

The half-day Wednesdays are 
needed for a variety of reasons, 
Bonneville said. 

“We have special education 
meetings all day long, so al- 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES - since 1982 
Window & Door Installation Specialist 


New & Replacement 
Call For Your Free Estimate Today 
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YARD WASTE 
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March 29 - April 23rd 


PAPER BAGS OR OPEN TOP CONTAINERS ONLY; MUST 


BE CURBSIDE BY 7 AM ON YOUR COLLECTION DAY. 


EACH ROUTE WILL HAVE TWO COLLECTIONS. 


BRUSH MUST BE TIED IN BUNDLES (NO METAL) 
OF NOT MORE THAN FOUR (4’) FOOT LENGTHS. 


LEAVES, GRASS AND BRUSH ONLY 


NO PLASTIC BAGS 


Please keep yard waste barrels 
>» separate & apart from trash barrels 
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Questions? Please contact 
The DPW at 538-5030 
www.southhadleyma.gov 


though they start at lunch some of 
them have started right away and 
involves regular and special edu- 
cation teachers,” she said. ““We’re 
making it a priority to take care of 
remote students as well. I wanted 
to sell it (to the state) as wellness 
Wednesday. We do social emo- 
tional check ins in the morning. 
We reach out to our remote fam- 
ilies and give them opportuni- 
ty to get one on one time with 
teachers while special education 
meetings are going on. We have 
meetings lined up until the end of 


00 
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AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 


* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 


* State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 
610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 


Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 


* Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. » John P. Griffin, D.D.S. 
@ Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. ¢ Robert J. Liptak D.M.D. 
Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D. 
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the school year, there is no way 
we cannot proceed with half day 
Wednesdays.” 

One dilemma posed by the 
new mandate is lunches — which 
Bonneville said the schools have 
gotten creative to solve. 

“Instead of sitting at long in- 
dividual tables people are sitting 
at individual desks,’ Bonneville 
said. “One option is to buy new 
school desks. That is probably 
going to cost us at least $10,000. 
We’ve been doing research and 
we don’t know if they’re avail- 


able right now. I think we’re fine 
at the middle school and Plains. 
There was a suggestion of using 
yoga mats to keep everyone safe 
with six feet especially at Mosier 
and the high school.’ 

School Committee Vice Chair 
Allison Schlachter proposed al- 
lowing high school juniors and 
seniors to be able to eat lunch 
off campus. They would need to 
agree to a contract including san- 
itizing their hands upon arrival, 
wearing a mask if they are in the 
car with someone else and others. 


Raised Garden Beds 


Assembled or DIY kits 2x4’ to 4x8’, or custom. 
Made from Alaskan Yellow Cedar; 
as durable as Western Red Cedar, 
& as strong as Douglas Fir. 


see details on our webpage. 
Pickup in Athol. 


www.MannLumber.com 


Carl G. Johanson Scholarship Fund 


Eligible applicants must be a resident of South Hadley, a graduate, or soon to 
be graduate, from South Hadley High School and enrolled or accepted in an 
Engineering Program. This Scholarship Award is limited to Two Thousand 
Dollars ($2,000.00). Applications for the Scholarship Fund may be obtained at 


the High School or the South Hadley Electric Light Department. 


Completed applications must be returned no later than Friday, April 9, 2021 to 


the South Hadley Electric Light Department 
Attn: Johanson Scholarship 


85 Main Street, South Hadley, MA 


Successful applicants will be notified by mail. 





Page 4 


>» Opinion 


The Garden Lady tackles 
heirloom tomatoes 


ill, a Maryland “transplant” who contin- 
ues to read the Ware River News from 
his new home, had this question for the 


Garden Lady: “My son 
and family think I’m 


IN THE Mr. Green-jeans. For 
Christmas they gave 
GARDEN 





me a pack of “exotic” 
tomato seeds. Unfortu- 
nately, there are some 
limitations to a 15-foot 
by 25-foot garden plot. I 
would like to start some 
nonetheless. Here is 
the list: Vintage Wine, 
Red Zebra, Chocolate 
Stripes and Black from 
Tula. All are from a 
seed company by the 
name of Urban Garden- 
er in Indiana. Should I 
bother with these?” 
Wow! You posed a wonderful question, 
Bill, and I am sure that the title of Mr. Green- 
jeans must have been earned somewhere down 
the line to warrant such a unique gift. I as- 
sumed that with names as poetic as these, you 
had been given a collection of heirloom tomato 
seeds. I was fascinated to learn, however, that 
while all of these varieties are open pollinated, 
not all are heirloom. What is the difference? 
When I consider what the definition of an 
heirloom is, images of grandma’s china or 
brooch come to mind, or in my personal case, 
babci’s water pitcher. To accurately put it into 
words, an heirloom is something that has been 
carefully passed down through the genera- 
tions of a family. The same holds for heirloom 
plants. They aren’t here by chance, typically. 
Someone took the time to care for them and 
save the seeds of their best fruits or flowers so 
that they could be preserved and shared with 
others. To be able to save your own seed true 
to type, the plants need to be open pollinated, 
which heirlooms are. Here, pollination occurs 
naturally by bees, insects, animals, careful hu- 
mans or the wind and the rain. Hybrids are a 
whole different story, whereby two plants were 
cross pollinated hoping to pass on specific ge- 











Roberta McQuaid 


TOWN Reminder 





a ~ = as . - = = F : - 
oe = 7. 
Sie 


— negro coM 


CELT ?cAéLCAoens..conm 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


south Hadley needs EV charging stations 


Governor Baker has recently announced 
that we will stop selling gas powered cars in 
Massachusetts in 2035. Many towns around 
South Hadley have already started putting 
in charging stations. South Hadley has not. 
There are no public charging stations in the 
town of South Hadley. That is particularly 
hurting commercial ventures. South Hadley 
has become a place for people to drive EVs 
through. Not to stop and shop. Mount Holy- 
oke College used to have a charging station 
on Park Street but it was locked. And now 
it’s gone. 

The charging stations are best located at 
places where people will be for more than 
five or 10 minutes. These are such places 
as the Village Commons, the College, the 
Senior Center, the Big Y, the Town Hall, 
Town Library and the few large business in 
town. Northampton believes EV charging 
is SO important that they are paying for the 
electricity for three free charging stations 
in town. Stations are usually installed on a 
pole at the curb or on the wall of a build- 





ing. The parking places are usually the sort 
where you drive the front of the car into the 
parking slot. 

In Norway 68% of new cars are now elec- 
tric or hybrid. The Biden administration is 
working on policies that will make EV adop- 
tion happen soon. When this change comes, 
it will come quickly. Right now there is grant 
money from the state government and from 
SHELD for the installation of EV charging 
stations. One of the arguments I have heard 
against installing charging stations in South 
Hadley is that there are only a few residents 
who own EVs. Most people who own EV’s 
charge them at home. They do that because 
it is so easy. It is one of the things I like most 
about EV driving. 

There are a lot of people who come to 
visit Mount Holyoke College. If they are EV 
drivers they do not stay in South Hadley and 
they do not buy things in South Hadley. That 
is because South Hadley is the black hole of 
electric car charging. 

John Haward 


March 19, 2021 


A QUOTE 


of NOTE 


66 Maybe we’re 
setting a precedent. 
COVID ts a new time 
to discover new things. 


We can’t see each 
other face-to-face 
but we can still be 
giving and loving. 
>» 
Patricia Haradon 


in the story “Colleens enjoy 
moment in the sun.” 





OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS POLICY 


Letters to the Ed- 
itor have a maximum 
of 350 words. We re- 
quire writers to include 
their name, address and 
phone number in order 
for our office to authen- 
ticate authorship prior to 
publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are 
not published. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT 
be published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega- 
tions, personal attacks 
or defamation of char- 
acter are not allowed. 
Deadline for submis- 
sions 1s Wednesday at 
noon. 

Please email (pre- 
ferred) letters to town- 
reminder @turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be 
sent to Town Reminder, 
24 Water Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069. 


TOWN 


netic traits. The result, the third plant, is not 
stable. If its seeds are saved it is likely you will 
end up with a fruit or flower that resembles one 
of the parent plants. 

Saving the seeds of open pollinated toma- 
toes is the perfect first attempt for novice seed 
savers. They are self-pollinating and will pro- 


Reminder 


The Jown Reminder is 
published every Friday by Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax (413) 289-1977. 


Volunteer for town committees and boards 


In April 2019, the voter turnout for the 
annual town election was 14.5%. When 
the 2020 town election was held together 


This June, the Selectboard will appoint 
up to 84 volunteers for vacant seats and 
expiring terms across 18 appointed boards 
and committees. These volunteers are vital 


duce offspring true to the parent plant without 
having to isolate them from other tomato vari- 
eties. Other plants can be tricky, say corn, for 
example, which needs to be kept separate from 
other corn by miles to produce seed that is true 
to type. My first experience with heirloom to- 
matoes was in my early years at Old Sturbridge 
Village, where we grew tiny Yellow Pear, for 
awhile the pinkish Brandywine, and now the 
uniquely lobed Large Red. I remember my 
co-worker analyzing which Large Red toma- 
to matched the descriptions from the mid-19th 
century and choosing to save the seeds of the 
most authentic looking fruit, thereby passing 
on accurate genetic traits to future crops. Neat 
stuff! 

It was fun to read that the scarlet color 
of most modern day tomatoes was actually a 
gene mutation that breeders discovered and 
bred into fruits so that they would ripen even- 
ly. Many champions of the heirloom tomato 
movement argue that this was at the expense 
of flavor. So Bill, you have a unique opportuni- 
ty to experience Vintage Wine, a whopper of a 
tomato, with some of the pink, striped golden 
fruits weighing over a pound. 

Also the oh so sweet Russian heirloom 
Black from Tula, another large fruit that is deep 


with the presidential primary, turnout for 
the town election rose to 38.32%. (Primary 
turnout was even higher! Apparently some 
voters chose not to fill out the second ballot 
for local races.) State and national elections 
get more news coverage and inspire much 
higher turnouts, yet it is often the winners of 
local races who have the largest impact on 
our daily lives. What kind of turnout will we 
have for this year’s town election? 

I believe that broad participation in town 
government from our residents, especially 
those voices we may not be used to hearing, 
will make us a stronger and more vibrant 
community, and am running for a seat on the 
South Hadley Selectboard with two goals to 
that end: communicating broadly about the 
many moving parts of our town government, 
and encouraging new interest from residents 
to join and interact with those groups. 





—wY @eereeeeoaenaeaoeneoedeaeeeoeaoeneedeeeeeeeeeeeecmelcerlcecCClcecCceclCecCCceclCceclUCcelCcelCcelUCcellcelele le 


YOUR VIEW! 


What are your thoughts on issues 


to our town: helping craft our budget and 
goals, improving and preserving our envi- 
ronments, making sure our rules align with 
the state, and encouraging opportunities for 
health and fun all across our community. 
Arguing with strangers on the internet will 
not improve life in South Hadley. Knowing 
which board or committee handles the top- 
ic you are struggling with, and having easy 
access to communicate with those folks will 
get you much closer to your goal. Joining 
a board or committee to put your expertise 
and passion in service to our community lets 
you “be the change you wish to see.” 

South Hadley is a great place to live for 
many people, but together we can make it 
better for everyone. For an easy first step, 
let’s all go vote on April 13. 

Renee Sweeney 
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purple with green shoulders sometimes de- 
scribed as “the ugliest, most delicious tomato 
ever grown.” The more recent chance discov- 
ery, Red Zebra, is a beautiful cherry-red with 


in town? Voice your view! 
' Write to us in Letter to the Editor format and we'll 
-. print your opinion on our Op/Ed page. 
Email it to townreminder@turley.com. Include 
your hometown and a phone number at which we 
can reach you for confirmation. 
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 





@eee2eee@e02020200800088088088888 8 @ 
@ee2eaeeeeeeoeeeee0e00202808808088080 0 


Please see GARDEN, page 9 


March 19, 2021 


COA celebrates St. Patrick’s Da 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - On the morning 
of March 11, a spirit of exuberance was 
present outside of St. Theresa’s Parish on 
East Parkview Drive, temporary home of 
the South Hadley Council on Aging. The 
COA celebrated St. Patrick’s Day and 
welcomed in spring weather during a food 
distribution initiative. 

“Tt’s really exciting to see our seniors 
again,’ said COA Executive Director Les- 
lie Hennessey. “We’re talking to every- 
body, asking, ‘Did you get your vaccine?’ 
Over 90% of the people coming through 
today have had their vaccine or their sec- 





Will Berney, a UMass Amherst nursing 
student, is interning at the Council on 
Aging. 


Selectboard invites community to provide input on town administrator 
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ond vaccine. That is just so encouraging; 
it really is.” 

Hennessey and the COA are spear- 
heading the town’s efforts to link seniors 
with COVID-19 vaccine doses, which 
have been significantly difficult to come 
by. 

The COA Vaccine Hotline can be 
reached at 413-650-1021. While the 
phones aren’t attended to 24 hours each 
day, eligible residents can leave a voice- 
mail at any time, and a staff member will 
return the call as possible. 

Hennessey noted that events such as 
last Thursday’s are the primary means by 
which the COA can discern how many se- 
niors are getting their shots. Hennessey’s 
interactions on March 11 reaffirmed the 
effort that she and her staff have put forth. 

‘“What’s been so refreshing and excit- 
ing is to hear that people have been able 
to get this vaccine,’ said Hennessey. “It’s 
not easy, it hasn’t been easy, the roll-out’s 
been a little confusing and frustrating for 
some folks, but it takes perseverance, and 
we’re here to help if anyone has any prob- 
lems.” 

South Hadley TRIAD Officer Emily 
Tebow also attended the event, the first 
official COA initiative that she’s partak- 
en in since being selected to the position 
last December. She described the environ- 
ment as being “positive and cheerful,’ and 
is eager to continue in her new role. 

“This 1s a great event to start. It’s a 
beautiful day, and there’s about 130 peo- 
ple who signed up, so it’s been pretty 
much non-stop,” said Tebow. “I’m happy 
to be invited. If this is what TRIAD events 
are like in the future, then I’ I] be just fine.” 

Will Berney, a UMass Amherst nurs- 
ing student, is interning with the COA. 
He enjoyed the atmosphere at last week’s 
event. 

“Tt’s great. It feels like spring is on the 
way, and a lot of these people have got- 
ten the vaccine so, hopefully, we can have 
a good spring and people will be able to 


Page 5 


i 
= 
=. 

“3 


is. 









Ti 


er 


Photos by Dalton Zbierski 
Jose Preto represented the Summit View Banquet and Meeting House during a COA 
event on March 11. 


spend more time outside and, maybe, start 
to get the pandemic under control,’ said 
Berney. 

The Summit View Banquet and Meet- 
ing House in Holyoke catered the March 
11 event. Matt O’Connor played the bag- 
pipes, an art he’s been practicing for 28 
years. 

Hennessey looks forward to the next 
great event. Until then, the COA will re- 
main committed to serving South Had- 
ley’s seniors. 

“They’re happy, we’re happy and there 
definitely is an enthusiasm,’ said Hen- 
nessey. “This is what we do; engage with 
our seniors and hear from them and see 
them so this is definitely a great day anda 
celebration for the staff as well.” 

Dalton Zbierski is a staff writer, who 
can be reached at dzbierski@ turley.com. 


Matt 0’Connor, who has played bagpipes 
for 28 years, partook in the Council 

on Aging’s March 11 food distribution 
initiative. 








McNeely Tree Service 


SOUTH HADLEY -— The South Hadley Selectboard 
is aSking residents to share their thoughts on the preferred 
qualifications, skills and experience they would like South 
Hadley’s next town administrator to possess. 

The Selectboard has contracted with the consulting 
firm Community Paradigm Associates to facilitate the 
search process. Residents are encouraged to email their 
thoughts to: CitizenInput@communityparadigm.com. 
They can also complete an anonymous survey https:// 
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1 FAIpQLSfROsct-2rseKet- 
CEONZNhcDpf9USb90rljXp1P3iuRpJyCA/viewform. 

“We are very interested in hearing residents’ recom- 
mendations regarding the expertise and qualifications 
they would like to see in their next Town Administrator,” 


Norwtne 





Oreiead Doors 


> {i 
hes ns 















T here’s nothing better than dealing with 
someone who truly loves his job. Gerry 
Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 
certainly does. Talk with him and you'll agree. 


For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 


Call Today for Professional Installation 
413.586.3161 
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 


said Jeff Cyr, chair of the South Hadley selectboard. “It 
is important that South Hadley’s citizens are an integral 
part of the Town Administrator selection process.” 

For more information, please contact Kristin Maher, 
Executive Assistant to Administration, at KMaher@ 
southhadleyma.gov or 413-538-5030, ext. 6135. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 










Insured ¢ References 


e Hazardous Tree Removal 

e Stump Grinding 

e Bobcat Rental 

e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 

e Storm Cleanup 

e Firewood $220/cord 

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


H: 508-867-6119 
978-888-1693 


COLDWELL BANKER | community reatrors 


Named Top 1% of Zillow Brokerages Nationwide. 
Work with the Best! 


Raphael Elison 
413-687-1716 


ID) Felarew-Nerslia 
413-687-2863 


Courtney Kinney 
413-800-5134 


Gretchen O’Neil 
413-626-8653 


ty 


Brad Syelavs 
413-519-4049 


Val Rutkowski _ 
413-835-5943 
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603-477-5767 


Guiding You Home 


cbCommunityRealtors.com 
383 College Street, Amherst 
Locally Owned. Globally Known. 
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Parks Superintendent discusses trash buildup 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY -—- During 
the South Hadley Recreation 
Committee’s March 9 meeting, 
Parks Superintendent William 
Simard delved into concerns re- 
garding trash overflow in South 
Hadley’s recreation spaces. 

Trash 

Simard relayed several both- 
ersome observations, none worse 
than one relating to animal feces. 

“The big thing I see right now 
is people leaving their dog poop 
bags right next to what they think 
is the spot where we’ll pick it up 
for them. People walking their 
dogs don’t take responsibility for 
their dogs,” said Simard. 

When parks reopen, Simard 
noted that his superiors don’t plan 
to make trash cans immediately 
available. Prior to COVID-19, the 
department would spend eight to 
10 hours each week picking up 


trash, taking staff members off 
other important tasks such as 
field maintenance. 

“With trash, you have to ded- 
icate a truck. You have to pull 
someone off what they’re doing,” 
said Simard. “Trash is a huge 1s- 
sue. We’re picking up trash ev- 
erywhere. It pretty much all gets 
done in the same cycle.” 

One component that further 
complicates the scenario is the 
mixture of recyclables with gar- 
bage items. Simard acknowl- 
edged that the reoccurring trend 
is bothersome, but it is entirely 
out of the department’s control. 

“We throw away an awful 
lot of recyclables,” said Simard. 
“Recyclables get mixed into the 
trash, trash gets mixed into the 
recyclables so we end up throw- 
ing everything away. I think it’s 
people’s responsibility to get re- 
cyclables out of the stream.” 

When trash bins were avail- 
able in South Hadley parks, Si1- 


mard noted that trash can get 
strewn throughout the properties 
When animals access garbage 
before the town does, but the oc- 
currence 1s less likely without the 
bins present. 

Given that no bins are current- 
ly available, Simard pleaded with 
residents to be more considerate. 

“T think it would be a lot fairer 
for people to take the one bottle 
or bag they brought in and take 
it home with them,” said Simard. 

Spring Sports 

Last Tuesday, Recreation Di- 
rector Andy Rogers spoke on the 
status of spring sports. He noted 
that many communities, includ- 
ing South Hadley, will follow 
the advice of the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Associa- 
tion. 

“The big thing for the spring 
is the MIAA, which is the high 
school sports organization, is 
putting out and approving their 
modifications on March 12,” said 


Rogers. “After they do that, al- 
most all of the sports leagues will 
follow suit and use what they’re 
using for their modifications.” 

When South Hadley’s regu- 
lations are set, Rogers will begin 
scheduling practices and meeting 
with coaches. 

Last fall, several sports per- 
mitted athletes to play with- 
out masks. The rules have been 
changed, however, as every sport 
will require-mask wearing this 
spring. 

“The mask order is different 
now than it was in the fall. In the 
fall, on November 6, is when the 
mandatory mask went into play 
for everybody,’ said Rogers. “Up 
until that point, based on the type 
of sport, you may or may not have 
had to wear it. This spring, at this 
moment, everyone will have to 
have a mask, whether you’ve had 
a [vaccine] shot or not.” 

Rogers also announced that 
outdoor gatherings will allow for 


a maximum of 150 people. Each 
participant is permitted two bring 
two spectators and/or a sibling. 

Town Administrator Mike 
Sullivan recently discussed with 
Rogers the prospect of reimple- 
menting basketball hoops at local 
facilities. Rogers was encour- 
aged. 

“We’re looking at probably 
bringing those back in a couple of 
weeks,” said Rogers. “We might 
get some snow next week, and 
Mike felt that when Phase 4 hits 
in a couple weeks that might be 
the best time to launch them.” 

The town will likely reinstall 
the basketball hoops at Michael 
E. Smith Middle School and 
Mosier Elementary School be- 
fore re-adding them to the town’s 
other recreational facilities. Signs 
that read, “Skill and drills only” 
in the fall will also come down, 
and pickup games will be permit- 
ted if all participants wear masks. 





Granby Library youth offerings for April 


GRANBY -— The following 
are upcoming offerings for kids 
and their families through the 
Granby Public Library. 


CFCE Zoom Playgroup 
and Take & Make at the 
Granby Library 

Each Tuesday, join Marti, the 
playgroup facilitator from 10 to 
11 a.m., for sensory play, stories, 
songs and take and make crafts 
from library bags below. 

No Playgroup on April 20. 
Email Marti for a Playgroup 
Zoom link mwiechman @ collab- 
orative.org. 


Take and make 
craft activity bags 
These are available Tuesday 
through Friday in the library lob- 
by between 10:30 a.m. and 5:30 
p.m. Please take one per child. 
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Curran O’Brien Funeral Home ¢ 413-538-4642 
33 Lamb Street ¢ South Hadley, MA 01075 
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eMarch 30 to April 2: Watch 
me grow flower seeds 

eApril 6 to 9: Watch me grow 
vegetable seeds 

eApril 13 to 16: April show- 
ers bring May flowers 

eApril 20 to 23: Bug bags 


Workshops 

The Granby Library is happy 
to announce these free work- 
shops through their partners at 
Collaborative for Educational 
Services. Join in! 

The music and movement in- 
teractive music and movement 
workshops will be on Wednes- 
days at 9:30 a.m. through April 
14 for ages one to five years old. 

Yoga for Families: Breathe, 
Stretch, and Bond - through 
April 12 

The parents only class, Self 
Care/Relaxation, will be on 


0) 9 
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&F 


USDA INSP 





SPARE RIB twit Paks? dic 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 


PORK LOIN RIB END 


Thursday evenings from 7 to 8 


p.m. 


The parent/child yoga class- 
es will be on Monday mornings 
from 9:30 to 10 a.m. 

Incorporating varying mind- 
fulness themes each week, both 
children and their parents will 
learn helpful ways to maintain a 
healthy balance between active 
movement and tranquil breath- 
ing. 

Register for music and move- 
ment and yoga classes — here’s a 
link to registration: 

https://docs.google.com/ 
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWPrY- 
9HyaaCG6nbRGSOjfaC8 lxedn- 
SJuWLJHSarJWkpn_iQ/ 
formResponse or email early- 
childhood @collaborative.org for 
the Zoom link. 


Baby-toddler sign 
language classes 
The classes will be live on- 


line on Wednesdays from 10:30 
to 11 am. These will be held 
through April 14. Are you ready 
to help your young child to com- 
municate objects, emotions and 
desires by using some easy baby 
sign language? 

Email Marti for the zoom 
link at mwiechman @collabora- 
tive.org 


National Poetry 
Month Story walk 
Check out the April Story 
walk “Please Bury Me in the Li- 
brary” by J. Patrick Lewis short 
poems range from sweet to silly 
to laugh-out-loud funny, with 


Please see LIBRARY, page 9 


Funding available 
for South Hadley 
home repairs 


SOUTH HADLEY -— The 
town of South Hadley, with the 
assistance of the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission, has fund- 
ing to assist qualified homeown- 
ers in making necessary repairs 
to their homes. 

This program can help fund 
repairs to eliminate building 
code violations, upgrade weath- 
erization and improve unsafe or 
unhealthy conditions. This is a 
popular program with limited 
available funds so please make 
sure to register for the waiting list 
if you are interested. For more in- 
formation and to see if you qual- 
ify you can view the registration 
from here. 

Additionally, you can contact 
Shirley Stephens at sstephens@ 
pvpe.org or call 413-781-6045 
for more information & details. 
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USDA INSP FROZEN 2 LB BAG 


MOROCCAN SARDINES... 1 “ca 


USDA INSP FROZEN GREAT AMERICAN 1 LB BAG 


SEAFOOD COMBINATION $228 


BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST 


BEEF CHUCK ROAST 
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As a THANK YOU to all First Responders, 1 
Frontline and Essential ‘ain. | 
BUY or SELL with me 
in 2021 and receive a 
$500 Closing Cost Credit ERA 


Joni Flemins 
| 413-315-0570 ¢ www.jonifleming.com Li 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ 
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SALE DATES: 


3/18/21 - 3/24/21 





BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION » SERVICE 


NATURAL CASING 
HOT DOGS 2 1/2 LB BOX snsuuneneas Ib 


90 Meat Outlet & 


HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 © Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


$@99 


90 Avocado St. 
Springfield 
413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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A receiver 
runs back 
the ball. 
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SOUTH HADLEY - The South Hadley High School football team finally took the fields this r 
month after seeing the season delayed from the fall. South Hadley is set to open up the season this 
weekend and will play a six-week campaign. 








The South Hadley High School football team stretches at the start of practice. 
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The Quabbin Valley Baseball League is set to return this 
season. 


Quabbin Valley Baseball 
set to return in 2021 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


SOUTH HADLEY - Last 
year, COVID-19 concerns 
caused the cancellation of 
several adult recreational 
baseball leagues. 

With increasing vaccina- 
tions and protocols in place, 
the Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League, a league for players 
28 and over, will return with 
a full season beginning at the 
end of April. 

League President Eric 
Castonguay, who also serves 
as the athletic director at 
South Hadley High School, 
held a league-wide meeting 
on Sunday morning via Zoom 
to go over changes that will 
be in place to play the 2021 
season and discuss the status 
of the six teams for the 2021 
season. 

The six-team league is 
a strictly Sunday, 10 a.m. 
league. All games are played 
at that time for 15 weeks be- 
ginning April 25 and ended in 
mid-August. There are Sun- 
days off for the Memorial Day 
and Fourth of July holiday. 


The league was going to 
attempt a shortened season 
last year when Massachusetts 
went through the initial stag- 
es of its re-opening plan, but 
a few teams dropped out prior 
to the beginning, effectively 
cancelling the entire season. 

This year, all six teams are 
back and on board, but there 
is a need for some new blood 
into the league. 

The league is in need of 
about 25 players to fill out the 
rosters for this year. There are 
just a few weeks remaining 
before the league’s draft. 

Managers and members of 
the league’s board discussed 
the COVID-19 protocols and 
field arrangements for the 
2021 season. 

Due to the restrictions in 
place in Easthampton, teams 
will only have limited games 
at Daley Field at Nonotuck 
Park. Castonguay announced 
the remainder of games 
would be played at South 
Hadley High School and the 


Beachgrounds Park, which 
Please see BASEBALL, 
page 8 





sectional tournament returns in spring season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — After a year with- 
out any type of high school tour- 
naments due to the COVID-19 
restrictions in place, a spring 
tournament is scheduled to take 
place in 2021. 

As of now, it is believed that 
the Massachusetts Interscholas- 
tic Athletic Association will pre- 
pare for the traditional three-sea- 
son format, and that traditional 
format will include a change to 
a statewide tournament and the 
elimination of the sectional tour- 
nament. 

The 2020-2021 school was 
set to be the last year for the sec- 


tional tournaments after a vote 
last year to change the format of 
the tournament. Now the spring 
will feature sectional tourna- 
ments only following a recent 
vote by the MIAA. 

There was an emphasis to try 
to bring back a tournament for 
the spring season after players 
missed out on an entire season 
last year and the MIAA did not 
want that to happen two years in 
a row. 

The entire spring season was 
delayed multiple times before 
Gov. Charlie Baker closed down 
schools in late April for the re- 
mainder of the school year. The 
closure effectively cancelled the 
sport season as it was deemed 


not safe to play. 

The MIAA thus far has gone 
with a four-season format, in- 
cluding a bubble or “wedge” 
season to fit sports in that were 
not played in the first two sea- 
sons. Known as Fall 2, a variety 
of sports are being played right 
now, though football is the pri- 
mary sport being played over the 
next several weeks. But Belcher- 
town and Monson are also play- 
ing basketball. South Hadley 
and Southwick are among teams 
playing girls volleyball. Indoor 
track is also being played. How- 
ever, there will be no tourna- 
ments played during the Fall 2 
season, which is set to conclude 
at the end of April. 


The spring season, which 


usually begins in mid-March and 
ends in mid-June, will go from 
the beginning of May with a cut- 
off of July 3 to finish the season. 
In order to limit travel, the 
MIAA did not want to have the 
State tournament, and have de- 
cided sectional tournaments 
can take place. As of now, the 
tournament is set to take place 
at home fields of higher seeds, 
with no neutral sites being used. 
However, with the vaccination 
effort accelerating, restrictions 
could lift as the next two months 
progress, allowing high school 
sports a bit more freedom. 
Spring sports to be played 
include baseball, softball, boys 


lacrosse, girls lacrosse, boys ten- 
nis, girls tennis, boys track, girls 
track, and boys volleyball. Wres- 
tling is also scheduled to take 
place this spring. 

One other caveat to the spring 
modifications is that teams elim- 
inated from postseason play, 
can play games against other 
non-qualifiers through the end of 
the spring season. 

Spring teams are used to a 
rushed season due to the typical 
unpredictable end to the winter 
and conditions on fields. How- 
ever, with the spring sports be- 
ginning in May, field conditions 
should be ideal to begin games 
as soon as teams are ready. 
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Free virtual ‘Spring Ahead’ 
band concert set for March 21 


Staff report 


SPRINGFIELD — The public is invited to a free 
virtual band concert at | p.m. on 

Sunday, March 21 on Zoom. “Music to Spring 
Ahead,” will herald the first weekend of Spring with 
a music program guaranteed to turn dreary winter dol- 
drums to thoughts of sunny days to come. The concert 
will be performed by members of the Sci-Tech Band, 
the recognized young musicians from Springfield’s 
High School of Science and Technology, and Music 
Director Gary Bernice will lead his group through an 
energizing, upbeat program. Bernice’s accomplish- 
ments are well known, as he has led the band program 
at Sci-Tech to award-winning performances and has 
amassed an impressive number of participants and fol- 
lowers. This concert promises to put a smile on every- 
one’s face. 

You and your family are invited to join us for one 
hour of interactive fun, live music, and performance 
videos. This virtual event is FREE and will feature the 
SciTech Band Leadership Team. COVID-19 has forced 
us to cancel many events, but it can’t cancel communi- 
ty. Come celebrate student success in the arts and the 
hard work of all these talented students. Here is the 
link to attend: https://scitechband.org/classical-high. 

The concert is sponsored by Historic Classical, 
Inc., a nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving 
the legacy of the former Classical High School. For 
more information, write info @ HistoricClassical.org or 
call 413-636-9550. 


@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
Sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun Yam-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


@ Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
Wwww.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 
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The Holyoke/South Hadley Colleen Court and members of the St. Patrick’s Committee of made the most of their 
appearance at the Big E last Saturday. 


COLLEENS from page 1 


court enjoyed a rare moment in the 
sun in West Springfield on March 13. 
Colleens representing Agawam, Chi- 
copee, Granby, Holyoke, South Had- 
ley and West Springfield partook in a 
reverse car parade along the Avenue 
of States at the Easter State Exposi- 
tion fairgrounds. 

“It’s so exciting,’ said Grand 
Colleen Moira McDermott, a South 
Hadley High School graduate. “I 
haven’t seen a lot of people in the 
Parade Committee or even other 
members of the court in so long so 
to be able to see everybody again is 
amazing. It’s that St. Patrick’s Day 
excitement; the excitement of being 
with people who are so happy to do 
something like this.” 

McDermott is joined on the Col- 
leen Court by Patricia Hardon and 
Natalie Mayko of Holyoke and Em- 
ily Couture and Hailey Dusseault of 
South Hadley. 

Haradon acknowledged that the 
past year has been full of missed 
opportunities but took great pride in 
representing Holyoke and her fellow 
Colleens at the Big E last Saturday. 

“Maybe we’re setting a prece- 
dent. COVID is a new time to dis- 
cover new things. We can’t see each 
other face-to-face but we can still be 
giving and loving,’ said Haradon. 
“Tt’s strange because the last time we 
were all together was a year ago to- 
day. It’s nice to celebrate something 
this year.” 

Each attendee, who remained in- 
side his or her vehicle for the entirety 
of the reverse car parade, was asked 
to donate a canned good to the fair- 
grounds on March 13. 

The collection of food items will 
ultimately be split and distributed 
amongst the participating communi- 
ties, where they’ll be given to indi- 
viduals battling food insecurity. 

For Haradon, the food collection 
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Holyoke/South Hadley colleens 


5: Members of the Holyoke/South “& 


Hadley Colleen Court wave to 
drivers at the Big E on March 13. 
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Dozens of enthusiastic residents 
participated in the reverse car 
parade that occurred last Saturday 
in West Springfield. 


was one of the day’s best highlights. 

“It’s so beautiful; I don’t know 
why we don’t have this every year,” 
she said. “It’s nice to see that they 
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don’t just get this reverse parade, but 
they’re also giving at the same time. 
It’s really a feel-good event.” 

Couture, and her mother, stopped 
at a grocery store prior to arriving at 
the Big E to pick up a canned food 
item. The spirit of giving that defined 
the day was symbolic of the Col- 
leens’ mission. 

When all is said and done, few 
things go as planned, a lesson learned 
by the Colleen Court. For each Col- 
leen, however, the memories made 
last Saturday will last far longer than 
the pandemic. 

“We’ve been waiting a while for 
this; it’s nice to be out here and see 
the people go by,’ said Couture. “IT 
was afraid that we weren’t going to 
be able to do this because last year 
everything just got cancelled, which 
was really disappointing. It’s great to 
not have that happen here.” 


Dalton Zbierski is a staff writer 
and can be reached at dzbierski@ 
turley.com. 





BASEBALL from page 7 


is also in South Hadley. Booster 
Field is not available for the league, 
Castonguay said. Three games are 
typically played each Sunday. Each 
team plays their five opponents three 
times each. Every team makes the 
playoffs with a football-style format 
where the lower four seeds play in 
the first week of the playoffs and the 
winners meeting the top two seeds in 
the semifinals. 

Castonguay explained while the 
gameplay itself will be largely the 
same, a number of “habits” will need 
to be changed in order for the league 
to safely be played. 

First, like many sports, masks are 
required to be worn while involved 
in the game or on the benches. 
Benches will need to be spread out in 
order to allow for social distancing. 
Mask breaks can take place up the 
foul lines with proper distance from 
all players, Castonguay said. 

Last summer, umpires who did 


high school and adult baseball in 
other leagues called balls and strikes 
from behind the pitcher’s mound. 
Castonguay said umpires voted re- 
cently to have an umpire back be- 
hind the plate. 

Other habits being curtailed for 
the start of the season are the acts 
of spitting, spitting pumpkin or sun- 
flower seeds, and the removal of all 
garbage from playing fields. 

“Fields are not providing garbage 
cans,” said Castonguay. “So whatev- 
er we bring in, we have to take with 
us.” 

The league may issues trash bags 
to teams so trash can be bagged 
and taken away by the players after 
games. 

The modifications will be in 
place for the start of the season, but 
could change as the season goes on 
depending on the pace of vaccina- 
tions and when the governor lifts 
various restrictions. 

The cost to play in the league this 
season is $192.51 and registration 





Sign-ups for the league are ongoing 
and the league is in need of new 
players for the 2021 season. 


can be found at www.quabbinvalley- 
baseball.org. The league draft is set 
for April 11 at 10 a.m. at a location 
to be determined. 
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COVID from page 1 


looking at from the state is old, yet is used to predict 
what will happen next. 

“Even if you look at the state and what they’re doing 
with their colors. They have data from a week ago to 
do a snapshot into the future,’ he said. “If you look at 
the impact by taking the college students, who have all 
these tons and tons of testing, because they’re required 
to test - it drops the positivity rate down so much. In 
fact, they’re saying it’s going down but its only because 
of the college kids. The positivity rate is on its way up 
right now when you deduct the college kids.” 

Abelson also added that the rapid tests being used 
are not very good and the reporting is often late, if at all. 

Another concern are the variants of COVID-19. 
When asked about whether Dinofest could occur in 
September, Abelson said it is too soon to tell. 

“The squirrely thing is the variants. We don’t know 
what the biology is going to be and what kind of pen- 
etration they’re going to have in our community and 
those around us,” he said. “Or how virulent they’re real- 
ly going to turn out to be and if they’re anything at all to 
worry about. No one is sure about that. That’s a reason 
to be cautious right now and take it one step at a time.” 

The item was moved until the board’s April meeting. 





LIBRARY from page 6 


clever, witty and endearing paintings. This book is the 
perfect treat for book lovers of all ages. 
April School Vacation Week April 20 to 23 
Bug Bags — two different bug crafts 
The weather is warming up and the bugs have start- 
ed crawling, flying and buzzing around. Grab a Bug 
Bag this week and make a couple of cute critters. Pick 
up an insect I Spy game sheet too. 
Yarn Wrapped Initial 
This is a great project to display in your room. Cre- 
ate your initial, then wrap it in yarn. Just add glue to 
the materials provided. Choose yarn color from those 
available. 
Earth Day Book Bundles - Week Long 
Ask for an “Earth Day” bundle of books for your 
desired age group and the library will give you some 
great books about nature all week long (curbside pick- 
up.) Staff will add an Earth Day activity sheets. 





GARDEN from page 4 


yellow-orange stripes and a sweet, yet tart tomato fla- 
vor. How about Chocolate Stripe, a three to four-inch, 
exceptionally yummy mahogany colored tomato with 
olive striping that produces over a long period, taking 
third place winner for taste at the annual TomatoFest. 
So yes, bother with these, enjoy complexities of 
flavor not found in the average red tomato and save 
the seed for those you like. I’d love to hear all about it! 
Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu- 
setts. For the last 28 years, she has held the position 
of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a ques- 
tion for her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 


Support the 
local businesses 
that support your 
local newspaper. 


Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 
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TOWN OF 
SOUTH HADLEY, 
MASSACHUSETTS 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC MEETING 

The South Hadley 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a Public Meeting 
pursuant to the Wetlands 
Protection Act MGL Chapter 
131, Section 40 and the 
South Hadley Wetlands 
Bylaw (Chapter 240 General 
Bylaws), to consider a 
Request for Determination 
filed by Sarah Wilson and 
Christopher Deady for a 
floating seasonal dock on the 
Connecticut River at 24 Canal 
Street (Map 4B, Lot 58; Map 
4D, Lot 28). 

The meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, March 31, 
2021 at 6:00pm virtually. 
Due to the State of Emergency 
related to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, login information will 
be provided with the posted 
agenda on the Town website. 

A copy of the Request for 
Determination is on file in the 
Conservation Commission 
office, Room U6, in the 
Town Hall, and is available 
to the public for inspection 
by appointment between the 
hours of 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 
P.M. Monday thru Friday. 
Plans are also available online 
at www.southhadley.org/603/ 
Project-Plans. 

Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard should 
appear at the time and place 
designated. 

Bill DeLuca 
Conservation Chair 
03/19/2021 


NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
REQUEST RELEASE OF 
FUNDS (NOIRROF) 

March 18, 2021 
Town of South Hadley 
116 Main Street 
South Hadley, MA 01075 
(413) 538-5017 

TO ALL INTERESTED 
AGENCIES, GROUPS AND 
PERSONS; 

On or about April 5th, 
2021, the Town of South 
Hadley will submit a 
request to the Massachusetts 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development 
(DHCD) for the release of 
Community Development 
Block Grant funds under 
Title I of the Housing and 
Community Development Act 
of 1974 as amended, for the 
purpose of the following pro- 
ject(s): 

FY 2020 South Hadley 
Community Development 
Fund Program: 

1. Housing Rehabilitation 
Program: Rehabilitation of 
approximately twelve (12) low 
and moderate-income houses. 
Improvements will include 
repair and/or replacement of 
basic building systems, lead 


Reminder 
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HP-Ulolic Notces 


and hazardous materials abate- 
ment, removal of architectur- 
al barriers, and corrections 
to sanitary code and building 
code violations. 

The activities proposed 
are categorically excluded 
under HUD regulations at 24 
CFR Part 58 from National 
Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) requirements. An 
Environmental Review 
Record (ERR) that documents 
the environmental determi- 
nations for this project is on 
file at the Office of the Town 
Administrator, South Hadley 
Town Hall, 116 Main Street, 
South Hadley, MA and may be 
examined or copied weekdays 
from 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. with 
prior arrangement by calling 
413-538-5017. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Any individual, group, 
or agency may submit writ- 
ten comments on the ERR 
to the Office of the Town 
Administrator. All com- 
ments received by April Ist, 
2021 will be considered by 
the Environmental Certifying 
Officer, prior to authorizing 
submission of a request for 
release of funds. 

RELEASE OF FUNDS 

The Town of South Hadley 
certifies to the DHCD that 
Michael J. Sullivan, in his offi- 
cial capacity as Environmental 
Certifying Officer, consent to 
accept the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Courts if an action is 
brought to enforce responsi- 
bilities in relation to the envi- 
ronmental review process and 
that these responsibilities have 
been satisfied. The DHCD’s 
approval of the certification 
satisfies its responsibilities 
under NEPA and related laws 
and authorities and allows the 
Town of South Hadley to use 
Program funds. 

OBJECTIONS TO 

RELEASE OF FUNDS 

The DHCD will accept 
objections to its release of 
funds and the Town of South 
Hadley’s certification for a 
period of fifteen days follow- 
ing the anticipated submission 
date or its actual receipt of the 
request (whichever is later) 
only if they are on one of the 
following bases: 

(a) The certification was 
not executed by the Certifying 
Officer of the Town of South 
Hadley; 

(b) The Town of South 
Hadley has omitted a step or 
failed to make a decision or 
finding required by HUD reg- 
ulations at 24 CFR Part 58; 

(c) The grant recipient or 
other participants in the devel- 
Opment process have com- 
mitted funds, incurred costs 
or undertaken activities not 
authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 
before approval of a release of 
funds by the DHCD; or 

(d) Another Federal agency 
acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 
1504 has submitted a writ- 
ten finding that the project is 


SERVICE 


IDTREC [TORY 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


NORM LEPAGE CONTRACTOR 
Additions, Remodeling, Repairs 
Roofing, Decks, Garages, 
Porches, Termite Damage, Etc. 


GAGNON ELECTRIC 
All Types Of Electrical Work. 
Fully Insured. 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A 


EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC. 
Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 


unsatisfactory from the stand- 
point of environmental quality. 
Objections must be pre- 
pared and submitted in accor- 
dance with the required pro- 
cedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 
55.76) and shall be addressed 
to the Massachusetts 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development at 
100 Cambridge Street, Boston, 
MA 02114. Potential objec- 
tors should contact the DHCD 
to verify the actual last day of 

the objection period. 
Michael J. Sullivan 
Environmental Certifying 
Officer 
Town of South Hadley 
116 Main Street 
South Hadley, MA 01075 
(413) 538-5017 

03/19/2021 


TOWN OF 
SOUTH HADLEY 
NOTICE OF 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 
Relative to Proposed 
Repeal and Replacement of 
Stormwater Management 
By-Law 

Pursuant to the provisions 
of the South Hadley General 
By-Laws and the Governor’s 
Executive Orders pertaining 
to public gatherings during 
the COVID 19 State of 
Emergency, will hold a virtual 
public hearing on Monday, 
April 5, 2021 at 7:45 p.m. 
to discuss a proposed amend- 
ment to the Town’s General 
Bylaws to repeal Chapter 200 
(Stormwater Management 
Bylaw) in its entirety as pres- 
ently written and replace 
said Chapter 200 with a new 
Stormwater Management 
Bylaw to bring the Town’s 
bylaws in compliance with 
the requirements of the 2016 
Massachusetts Small MS4 
General Permit for the control 
of stormwater runoff and illic- 
it connections and discharges 
from new and redevelopment 
projects. The public hearing 
will be conducted virtual- 
ly/online using the Zoom 
Webinar platform and per- 
sons may join the meeting by 


either joining Zoom Webinar 
or by phone. At present, the 
log in information is as fol- 
lows: 
URL to join: https:// 
usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/81613481196?pwd=bDkx- 
QzBY YUJ4TGISYWFING- 
pRL1VLQT09 
Or join by phone: US: +1 
301 715 8592 
Webinar ID: 816 1348 
1196 
Passcode: 823695 
However, interested per- 
sons should review the agenda 
for the meeting which will be 
posted on the Town’s website 
no later than Thursday April 
1, 2021 for any updated log in 
information for the meeting. 
The complete materials 
(including text and maps, if 
any) relative to the proposed 
new Stormwater Management 
Bylaw are available are 
on file in the Planning & 
Conservation Department 
Office (Room U6) in Town 
Hall. The annotated draft of 
the proposed new Stormwater 
Management Bylaw is also 
posted on the Planning & 
Conservation Department 
Page of the Town’s website 
www.southhadleyma.gov in 
a Section titled “Proposed 
Bylaw Amendments” in a 
subsection titled “General 
Bylaw Amendments”. Any 
person interested in, or wish- 
ing to be heard regarding, this 
request should appear/join the 
hearing at the time and in the 
manner designated. 
Joanna Brown, Clerk 
South Hadley Planning 
Board 

03/12, 03/19/2021 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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To advertise on this page 
Call the Town Reminder at 


283-8393 
(TREE SERVICES 


LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE 
AND LANDSCAPING 
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls, 
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, Irrigation. 


Insured 
534-1002 TFN 


Licensed. Insured. Experienced. 
323-4961 


Peter Edge 532-5764 
www.edgetreeservice.com 
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933-8867 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


BIRDHOUSES FOR’ SALE!!! 
Some vinyl sided, some painted. Var- 
ious designs and prices. Call Gary 
(413)532-1918 leave message 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


Reminder 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanrt- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


Fast Free Removal of Junk Cars. His- 
torically highest cash paid for unwant- 
ed autos. (413) 783-3963 
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1*******A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 











AB Hauling and 
“— Removal Service 


2***xxkx* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 


REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


March 19, 2021 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone ee 
State Zips 
__ X per week rate = $ 
LI VISA LI Discover Li Cash Li Check# ___ 
CE Xp. Date CVV 
Date: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 


Sle 
Se 



















- 
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“55 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 






Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 






EASTHAMPTON ! 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 






HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 










Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


510.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 
$5.00 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 
Tree pruning/removals 
Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-421 2 for your 
free estimate. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


March 19, 2021 
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TUNE-UPS 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


CASH FOR 
JUNK 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CARS 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


CALL OR TEXT 
413-219-6839 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 


CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL COMPANY Seeking 
Technician with mechanical ability. 
We will train. Benefits included. Send 
resume to joe@ct-valley-artesian- 
well.com 


TRUCK DRIVER - CLASS A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterprises, 
Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


LOG YARD HELP WANTED! 
Forest products manufacturer seeks 
assistant operator for its busy Rus- 
sell, MA log concentration yard. This 
full-time position offers room to grow 
and is ideal for someone who enjoys 
working outdoors. Responsibilities in- 
clude identifying and barcoding logs by 
species; scaling, grading and sorting 
logs, debarking, moving, and loading 
logs onto trailers. Ability to identify 
North American timber species, scale 
logs, and operate heavy machinery 
and log loader highly preferred. We 
offer an open-air work environment, 
health insurance, 401k, paid time off, 
and discounted wood products. Email 
resume to info@hullforest.com or 
call (860)377-3427 





TOWN OF GRANBY, CHIEF OF 
POLICE The Town of Granby seeks 
a community-oriented, qualified individ- 
ual for the full-time position of Chief of 
Police. Appointed by the Selectboard 
and under the administrative oversight 
of the Town Administrator, the Chief of 
Police is the chief administrative officer 
of the Granby police department in a 
union/non-union working environment 
in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 
41, Section 97A serving as the final 
department authority in all matters of 
policy, operations and employee dis- 
cipline as well as short and long-term 
planning, administration, staffing, rules 
and regulations within the Department 
and for the enforcement of all laws and 
bylaws within the town of Granby’s legal 
jurisdiction as well as coordination with 
outside agencies/departments on law 
enforcement-related matters. Minimum 
education required is a bachelor’s de- 
gree, with a master’s degree preferred, 
in criminal justice, public administration 
or related field and a minimum often 
years progressively responsible experi- 
ence in the law enforcement field with 
at least five years’ experience at a com- 
mand or supervisory level, or equivalent 
combination of education, training and 
experience which provides the required 
knowledge, skills and abilities to perform 
the essential functions of the job. Sala- 
ry to be negotiated but expected to be 
approximately $100,000 +/-. Excellent 
benefits package including paid vaca- 
tion time, sick time, personal time and 
enrollment in the Hampshire County Re- 
tirement System. Submit cover letter, re- 
sume and relevant certification(s) post- 
marked no later than April 20, 2021 to 
Chief of Police Search, C/O Selectboard 
Office, 10-B W. State St, Granby, MA 
01033 or electronically, time stamped no 
later than 12:00 p.m. April 20, 2021 to 
cmartin @ granby-ma.gov. 


LAND FOR SALE 


SMALL WATERFRONT LOTS 
Dock coming soon, swimming and 
fishing. Holland, MA. $19,000 each or 
best offer (508) 868-6157 





FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $850.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 





Reminder 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


| TaCeoyantems Keb @l od mel yal welateyal 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


Personal & Small Business 


FAST JAR GSA) 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





2021 
TAX. THN 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


AUTHORIZED 


CallForAn |{RS 
Appointment ; 


PROVIDER 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kifchentabletaxes.com 


HRS) Tel: 413-289-0058 
s Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


Federal & All States | HAV (e\ fol al(e) gam Fe)-ar- tale mlarclaleltclietc) alll erers: 


T= te md eo) ©) (=) a tg 


Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 





FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not Knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


wl 


Post your 
job openings 
in our classifieds. 
We get results! 
Call 413-283-8393 
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community! 


Publications, Inc. 
24 Water St.. Palmer, MA 01069 


Be AMAL Co get your. 
hometown paper Coday I 


Local News « Local Stories « Local Advertisers 


newspapers.turley.com 
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SPRINGFIELD — Close to 750 stu- 
dents have been named to the Fall 2020 
Dean’s List at Western New England 
University. To qualify for the Dean’s 
List, students must achieve a GPA of 
3.30 or higher. 

The following students have earned 
their place on Western New England 
University’s distinguished Dean’s List: 

Albert Bessette, of Granby, working 
toward a BSBA in Sport Management. 

Lauren Hartling, of Granby, working 
toward a BS in Criminal Justice. 

Jacob Hoyle, of Granby, working to- 
ward a BS in Criminal Justice. 

Connor Moriarty, of Granby, work- 





4 LAWN & GARDEN 


AMHERST 
FARMERS SUPPLY 


Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone, 
wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 
mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more! 


320 South Pleasant St., Amherst 


413-253-3436 


Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 ¢ Est. 1945 
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WATER WELL ORILLERS 


INSURANCE 












BUILDING IN 2021? 


SAVINGS: with the help of our vendors, 
we offer a limited time SPRING SPECIAL 
that can save you $902.00 on your well project. 


CUSHINE a 


WWW.moultoninsurance.com 


M OULTON Insurance Agency 


BUSINESS ¢ AUTO ¢ HOME e LIFE 


TOWN Reminder 


COLLEGE NOTES 


Students named to Western New England University’s 
Fall 2020 Dean’s List 


ing toward a BS in Health Sciences. 

Jasmine Rodrigues-Jones, of Granby, 
working toward a BSE in Mechanical 
Engineering. 

Madison Sexton, of Granby, working 
toward a BSBA in Pharmaceutical Busi- 
ness. 

Yugank Sharma, of Granby, working 
toward a BA in Economics. 

Thomas Doyle, of South Hadley, 
working toward a BSBA in Accounting. 

Jacob Roux, of South Hadley, work- 
ing toward a BSE in Computer Engi- 
neering. 

Kayla Roy, of South Hadley, working 
toward a BS in Health Sciences. 

























SERVICE & REPAIR 
Residential & Commercial 
Certified, Licensed, Insured 























Ware 


| Safety Insurance® 143 West Street 
aes 413-967-3327 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 










45 N. Main Street 


413-323-7229 www.yankeetrailersales.com 





3 GARAGE DOORS 


SALES * INSTALLATION 


Best Quality and Selection of Insulated Garage Doors 
413-289-6550 * 413-626-1978 
www.menardgaragedoors.com 


YANKEE 


450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee Utility 
Belchertown Phone (413) 532-0515 Trailers ESTABLISHED IN 1978! 


253-0043 os 


INSURED gnatekbuilders@verizon.net #103211 


March 19, 2021 


Christina Sumi of named to 
Emerson College Dean’s List for Fall 2020 


BOSTON -— Christina Sumi, a native 
of South Hadley, has been named to Em- 
erson College’s Dean’s List for the Fall 
2020 semester. Sumi is majoring in Cre- 
ative Writing BFA and is a member of the 
Class of 2021. The requirement to make 
Emerson’s Dean’s List is a grade point av- 
erage of 3.7 or higher. 


Based in Boston, Massachusetts, op- 
posite the historic Boston Common and 
in the heart of the city’s Theatre District, 
Emerson College educates individuals 
who will solve problems and change the 
world through engaged leadership in 
communication and the arts, a mission in- 
formed by liberal learning. 


Alison LaBarren amed to Dean’s List at Providence College 


SOUTH HADLEY - Alison LaBarre, 
a resident of South Hadley, and a member 
of the class of 2021, has been named to 
the Dean’s List at Providence College for 
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YOUR 

LOCAL 
TRUSTED 
RELIABLE 
DEPENDABLE 









Quality Workmanship~Reliable & Fully Insured 
Owner Supervised 

Cameronpainting.com 
don@cameronpainting.com 


the Fall 2020 semester. To qualify for the 
Dean’s List, students must achieve at least 
a 3.55 grade point average with a mini- 
mum of 12 credits. 















4 PAINTING 












SALES: 


R.A. GNATEK BUILDERS, INC. 














Wells Cargo 
Enclosed 


| KITCHEN/BATH * WINDOW/DOOR REPLACEMENTS ¢ DECKS ¢ REPAIRS 





















Trailers & 
Karavan 










LICENSED 












